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Principal’s message
How on Earth are we at the end of week 6 in Term 3 already?!

The year is absolutely flying by and we are already starting to plan for next year. We have
been working with the VSBA (Victorian Schools Building Authority) to plan for the school
in 2027. We will have 20 brand new Preps joining school which is very exciting. We are
waiting for confirmation as to how many additional classrooms will be provided to us
before we make any concrete decisions about how many additional students we will be
able to take in the other year levels through school. The maximum number of students
that we can take in any year group is 20, therefore some year groups are already full
(Preps going into Year 1, Year 1s going into Year 2). If you know anyone who is interested
in securing a space for any year group, please ask them to get in contact with our
enrolment team as soon as possible.

We have also begun our recruitment process for 2027. We have managed to appoint some
teachers, Educational Support staff and further wellbeing staff. Further jobs will be
advertised in the upcoming weeks.

This week we also saw the incursion ‘Scales and Tails’ take place on Tuesday. This was an
exciting chance for students to be up close with a range of reptiles including snakes,
green frogs and a blue-tongued lizard. The students (and staff!) showed our school value
of bravery and it was brilliant to see the excitement through school.

Next week is Book Week, which will be a lovely week for our students. All classes will have
arange of activities that they will participate in. | have had fun recording a range of
stories that classes will be shown across the week. We will end the week with our dress
up day on Friday. Students will get chance to take part in a little parade to show off their
outfits to everyone else in school.

Lindsey



Wellbeing update

Don’t forget we have our next Parent/Carer coffee morning on Monday at 9am. Please come and join us if
you fancy a cuppa and a chat. Whittlesea Council will be joining us to share activities they have available for
our families.

Today, Marra School proudly marked Wear It Purple Day, with students and staff wearing purple to
celebrate LGBTQIA+ young people and reaffirm our commitment to a school community where every
student feels safe, respected and proud to be themselves."

BodyKind August:

We are proud to be supporting our students’ body image by participating in BodyKind August, a Butterfly
Foundation annual awareness initiative. BodyKind encourages everyone to be kind to their own body and
others; kind in the way they move, nourish and nurture their body and kind in the language used online and
face to face. {Insert details of activities}. For further information on being BodyKind, including resources for
families and sporting clubs, visit www.butterfly.org.au/bodykindaugust
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Child Safe Standards
Over the last 11 newsletters we have shared with you the 11 child safe standards. Here
are all of them in one handy image:

Plain

Victoria’s Child Safe Standards language

summary

it Srganisation L Child sadety i impariant g @ Your organaation Wppors
WECOMsS ADDniginal s comn | 10 ey 8 Bl levels in your children B0 KNOw This Aghts 1o Be

children. You suppnt GrgBnElon. You docurmen] i i sdife rom abese, informed. and
hem 80 express their culiure and o enjoy www.m.mam&&aas irvohved, You haip thee io tallc openly
thelr fights. You don't allow racism. sk of child abwma or ham. RS S5 and take part 7 dechikns that aflect them

p*“:wmm“'mﬁ'" — pm:::.,,“m.,mm“w :
COmTnRy you et o

b ik aate from Fuem acd GClUESATESS NUEL oy cit o @
abuza. You heip fTamiles o fave a noeds. You make s thal they can gal the

ﬂlﬂlﬂﬂ1nuh:::mhdﬂcm and helg: tha thay )

B Bmwum m
mamwmmmp | nd s sialf ko keep

chiliran aale from abuse snd
N R, Your Sl ko the Skgna
e, Yous stnlf know how o
of child abuss arsd harn and what to
reapond propeity 10 Complass. jl.' ‘ do if e are sues of sbuse and hanm.

0 : D G
has writien F Agrrnation,
Lot = —.j policies aibout how you keep '.:cue.m:-;an:unm
5 = r

e, PO, nd shass indormation
child safety when they should. Stafl
who work with childean have had the
background chacis Bhey meed.

they use your services, settings.
mnd sciivitien. This includes
whien Chilcren ans onlires.

el EnpE el The ways yeu

children sale from abuse and
'\l-lﬁl'-‘:::lf‘““m RA, Thary BFS SAFY | Lre3orating,
e = wn ol staft foliow Sham.



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.butterfly.org.au%2Fbodykindaugust&data=05%7C02%7CTmara.Yendall%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfdaddc1810ef477dcb8c08deff4cb61e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639228902145834888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6%2F7KJzX6h1eWb0aHNr%2BqyagIHCHbCNbdJeeFdEie6JY%3D&reserved=0

Curriculum Day - Junior School

Over the last fortnight, Junior School students have continued to build on their learning around our term
theme, “My Story, Your Story, Our Story”, celebrating our individual identities, our similarities and
differences, and the importance of belonging to a community. Our learning has been particularly rich and
hands-on, with our “Scales and Tails” reptile incursion providing an exciting context for developing early
literacy skills. Students had the opportunity to see, learn about and interact with a range of reptiles,
building their vocabulary and sharing their observations and wonder.

This experience then became a springboard for lots of letter, sound and listening activities, with students
exploring and playing with words connected to the incursion, including lizard, snake, scales and tail.
Students became “sound detectives”, listening for beginning sounds, identifying sounds in words and
making connections between the sounds they hear and the letters that represent them, such as /l/ for
lizard and /s/ for snake. We have also been listening carefully to identify and distinguish sounds in our
environment, building the foundations for reading and writing.

Our focus in ‘Respectful Relationships’ has been learning about community helpers, including identifying
trusted people we can ask for help. Teachers have been modelling and practising how to ask for help
throughout the day, helping students develop confidence in communicating their needs. Our shared texts
have supported these conversations, with /t’s OK to Be Different in Prep, Edward the Emu in Years 1/2, The
Gruffalo in Years 3/4, and Somebody’s Land in Years 5/6, providing wonderful opportunities to explore
identity, belonging, difference and perspective.




Curriculum Day - Secondary School

There has been lots of exciting learning happening across Secondary!

Our café continues to provide students with opportunities to develop important transferable skills for life
beyond school, including following recipes, food preparation, teamwork, communication and customer
service. It has been fantastic to see students becoming increasingly confident and independent when
greeting and serving customers. A reminder that families can place a Wednesday lunch order through
Compass and support our students to practise these skills in an authentic setting.

During Maths lessons, students are continuing to develop their understanding of patterns, with classes
using times tables and skip counting to recognise, continue and describe number patterns.

In Science, students have moved into the prototyping stage of our current unit. They are designing and
testing ideas before beginning their final builds. We have seen some incredibly innovative ideas for bird
feeders, with students thinking creatively about how their designs could work in our school environment.




Marra’s Marvellous Megastars
This week our Megastar awards go to:

Prep: Ashton, Moussa

ﬁ Year 1/2: Ahmad, Prisos, Cruize, Nehal, Aliyah

{X Year 5/6: Haris, Tiare, Seth

Year 7: Zoha
Year 8: William

Art: James T

Dates to remember:

Monday 24" August Parent Coffee Morning
Friday 28" August Book week dress up day
Tuesday 1°* September SSG Early finish 1pm

Friday 4™ September

Father’s Day Celebration

Tuesday 8th September

School Council meeting

Friday 18" September

Footy colurs day. Early finsih 2pm




JOIN US FOR A
COMMUNITY

COFFEE
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MONDAY
24 AUGUST
9:30-10:30AM
EVERYONE WELCOME

JOIN US FOR REFRESHMENTS AND
CONNECTION

SUPPORTED BY WHITTLESEA AND HUME
CITY COUNCIL

MARRA SCHOOL LIBRARY
51 Lockerbie Street, Kalkallo

SCAN QR CODE TO RSVP
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CREATE &
BISCOVER

MINDFUL
PLAY

GET
CREATIVE

MAKE &
MOLD

ACTIVE FUN

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURE

WEEK 2
28SEPT - 2 OCT

CREATE &
DISCOVER

MINDFUL
PLAY

GET
CREATIVE

My
MOLD

ACTIVE FUN

QUTDOOR

LOTS OF FUN
EVERY DAY!

MONDAY
21/09/2026

FANTASY & SUPERHERO
MIOPLs3edes
Superhero/Fantasy Colouring
Mask Making

Superhero Storytelling
Magic Potion

Wand Making
Costume Parade

Make your own hero props
Creative choice

Stick the Cape on the Hera
T INCURSION: FAIRY POPPY

CQutdoor superharno games
Chalk drawing
MONDAY
28/09/2026

TEDDY BEAR'S PICNIC

MIOPYs2e3e5

Teddy Bear Picnic
Design a Teddy

Bear Hunt / Sensory Walk
Teddy stories

Colour the Bear
Dress the Bear

Making Bears
Decorate Teddy Biscuits

INCURSION: MUSICAL MINDS
10-11 AM

Outdeor teddy picnic

Hunt for Dinesaurs
Dinosaur Footprints

Dingsaur Duple [ Blocks
Dinosaur Colour Sorting

Dinosaur Colowring
Make Your Own Dinosaur

Dinosaur craft
Play dough fossils

Dinasaur Stamp Dancing
Movernent games

Outdoor dimotaur hunt
Running games

TUESDAY

Velcano Explosion
Walking Rainbow

Floating & Sinking
Science discovery

Magic Milk
Colour experiments

Fizzy Dinosaur
Sea Creatures in lce

Dancing Popeorn
Mowvement break

Cutdeor experiments

WEDNESDAY
23/09/2026
SENSORY SENSATION
MToP Be a0

Play Dough Making
Animals Stuck im Jelly

Rough & Smooth Objects
INCURSION: DR POCKETS

Finger Painting
Sensory art

Stretchy Slime
Goopy Goop

Water Play
Movement choice

Outdoor sensory play
MNature exploration

WEDNESDAY

MIOP 135

Funny Face Biscuits
Papping Popcorn

Meditation / Relaxation
Quiet Games & Books

Pyjama Painting
Creative choice

Movie-themed craft
SpongeBob activities

* Reptile encounter

Outdoor play

RIENDS

FUM &
MEMORIES!

THURSDAY
24/09/2026

FOOTBALL & SPORTS
MIGE2e Do d
Sports craft

Team colours

Quiet ball games
Sports puzzles

Chalk sports pictures
Creative choice

Pake a sports medal
Construction play

Basketball Hoop Throw
Bean Bag Target Toss

Soccer Goal Kicking
Running & Hopscotch
THURSDAY
1/10/2026

CRAZY HAIR DAY
MIOPLe3a5

Paper Plate Faces
Hairy Maclary Books

Salon Play with Daolls
Quiet reading

Crazy Group Painting
Tralls Colouring

Hair craft
Creative construction

Disco Dancing
Hair Parade

Qutdoor games

FRIDAY = PUBLIC HOLIDAY

25/09/2026

GRAND FINAL EVE

PUBLIC
HOLIDAY

FRIDAY
2f10/2026

COOKING DAY

MTOPRe3ad

Fruit Salad Cups
Food discovery

Recipe stories
Quiet table games

Pizza Making
Creative placemats

Oat Cookies
Chocolate Balls

Cooking movement game
Group chaice

Qutdoor play

MTOP V2.0 » NQS QA1, QA2, QA3, QAS & QA6 » CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
CHILDREN'S VOICE = Yooralla PHILOSOPHY: INCLUSION, RESPECT, CHOICE & SUPPORT

ncursions highlighted in yellow » No excursions scheduled » Flexible program = Subject to change

OFFICTAL

LOTS OF FUN
EVERY DAY!
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PROGRAM PLANNING & STANDARDS

How the Marra Holiday Program supports children’s learning, safety and wellbeing

MY TIME, OUR PLACE V2.0

Outcome 1 — Strong sense of identity

Outcome 2 — Connected with and contribute to their world
Qutcome 3 — Strong sense of wellbeing

Outcome 4 — Confident and involved learners

Outcome 5 — Effective communicators

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS

A child-safe, inclusive and welcoming environment where every child feels safe,
respected, valued and heard.

Key links: cultural safety; child participation and voice; family involvement; equity
and inclusion; safe physical and online environments.

Children are supported to express their views, make choices and participate with
dignity.

NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARD

QA1 — Educational program and practice

QA2 — Children’s health and safety

QA3 — Physical environment

QAS — Relationships with children

QA6 — Collaborative partnerships with families

CHILDREN'S VOICE & Yooralla PHILOSOPHY

Children’s Voice
The program reflects children's interests, choices and feedback.

Yooralla Philosophy
Inclusion * Respect * Choice * Support

Flexible Program

Activities may change in response to children’s choices, interests, abilities,
wellbeing, weather and service needs.

SAFE * WELCOMING » INCLUSIVE » CHILD-CENTRED
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